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NEWS RELEASE

Mineta San Jose International Airport Celebrates Connecting
San Jose and the South Bay to the World for 70 Years

- Passenger traffic up sharply from 2,550 baby chickens to 14.3 million humans -

San José, Calif.— OnFeb. 1, 1949, pioneering aviation leaders officially dedicated San
Jose Municipal Airport, ushering in modern-day passenger service for the local
community after 10 years of dev elopment efforts. The first commercial airline flight to
land at SJC was a Southw est Airways DC-3 (an ancestor of today’s Delta Air Lines) with
tw o pilots, seven human passengers and 2,550 baby chickens. Only the chickens got off
at San Jose; the human passengers continued on to their final destination.

Today, Mineta San Jose International Airport (SJC) celebrates seven decades of
connecting San Jose and the South Bay to the world. The Airport has transformed with
the Valleyitserves, andin 2018, marked a record by serving 14.3 million passengers with
nonstop service to more than 50 domestic and international destinations on three
continents.

"It's been aremarkable 70-year journey fromSJC's beginning as a commercial service
municipal airport to its fransformation as an international airport serving Silicon Valley,
the tech capital of the world," said Judy Ross, Assistant Director of Aviation for Mineta
San Jose International Airport."SJC's seven decades of success is due to innov ative
leaders, starting with the first Airport Manager, JimNissen, hiredin 1946 to oversee
building the new airport when San Jose was an agricultural community, fo current
Director of Aviation John Aitken, whois leading the Airport team and partnersin serving
our tech and tourism community who need seamless transportation to the world."

To commemorate this anniversary, SJC hasreleased a video featuring images of
aviation pioneersand SJC's milestones from ov erthe seven decades that SIC has
served the South Bay community's changing trav el needs and contributed to its
economic dev elopment--fromits early heyday as an agricultural center through its
transformation into the world’s technology capital. The video is now live on the Airport’s
YouTube Channeland on its blog, SJC Buzz.

While much has changed at SJC and the Bay Area overthe past seven decades, at
least one thing remains the same: the Airport and its many partners continue to work
together to bring safe, secure and efficient service to the Silicon Valley community and
its changing business and leisure trav el needs. Looking to the future, the Airport's
remains committed to providing and maintaining modern facilities along with more
flights to more destinations, giving Silicon Valley travelers more reasons to choose SJC.
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To learn more about SJC's 70 years of service and support to the community, view a
historical timeline at flysanjose.com/sjc timeline.

SJC: Transforming How SiliconValley Travels

Mineta San Jose International Airport (SJC) is Silicon Valley's airport, a self-supporting
enterprise owned and operated by the City of San Jose. The airport, now in 70th year,
serves more than 14 million passengers annually, with 450 peak daily departures and
arrivals on 14 international and domestic carriers to 50+ nonstop destinations. SJC is the
No. 2 Bay Area airport for passengers served and has been one of America'’s fastest-
growing major airports over the past three-year period, based on percentage increase
in passenger seat capacity. For more airportinformation, visit FlySJC.com.
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