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BACKGROUND

New FAA Arrival Flight Paths

In 2013, the FAA announced the planned implementation of its Northern California
Optimization of Airspace Procedures in the Metroplex (NorCal OAPM) project. NorCal OAPM
consolidates several previous arrival and departure flight paths into San Francisco International
Airport (SFO) and Mineta San Joss International (SJC) to create new, more concentrated flight
paths using different approach procedures. The NorCal OAPM project is part of the Next
Generation (Next Gen) project, a nationwide upgrade of the technology of the U.S. air traffic
control system, to create greater efficiencies in flight arrival and departure procedures.

Why the Change?

The FAA is predicting that by 2024, the U.S. air transportation system will be transporting one
billion people a year. (The U.S. air transportation system transported about 720 million people
in 2011 .) This significant increase in passengers transported will require more planes in the air
and will result in increasing chokepoints and flight delays in already heavily congested areas. To
handle this greater air traffic, the FAA is implementing a nationwide effort to create greater
efficiencies in the air traffic control system by transforming the U.S. air traffic control system
from the use of ground-based radar to satellite-based radar as well implementing different arrival
and departure procedures for aircraft.

Next Gen will use GPS technology to shorten routes, save time and fuel, reduce traffic delays,
increase capacity, and permit controllers to monitor and manage aircraft with greater safety
margins. Planes will be able to fly closer together, take routes that are more direct and avoid
delays Caused by airport "stacking" as planes wait for an open runway. The Next Gen project is
not unlike upgrading the traffic control technology of a congested street intersection from a stop
sign to a traffic signal and adding turning lanes.



HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
July 22, 2015
Subject: Change in FAA-Designated Arrival Flight Paths
Page 2

FAA Community Outreach

In March-April 2014, the FAA held an outreach meeting in San Jos~, ostensibly to talk about the
NorCal OAPM project. Airport staff and several Councilmembers attended the meeting.
However, the FAA had little specific information to share about the potential changes in flight
paths and their impacts on effected communities. At the time, Airport staff advised the FAA that
more airport-specific information should be included in the agency’ s environmental assessment
and that more information was needed to support the agency’s environmental findings, including
the conclusions that no area would experience an increase in noise levels and that air pollution
emissions would increase only slightly (Attachment A).

Impact on Residents

On March 5, 2015, a new flight path to SFO, known as SERFR ONE RNAV STAR, took effect,
along with slight changes to the SJC flight paths. The SJC flight path is known as BRIXX.

While these arrival paths changes have not resulted in any increase in noise complaints from San
Jos~ residents and residents of adjoining cities, residents in Santa Cruz County are experiencing
a significant increase in aircraft noise. In June, they presented their concerns to the Airport
Commission and staff. They asked for support in meeting with the FAA to discuss their noise
issues and to request a modification in the new flight paths. The Santa Cruz residents have stated
that the FAA did not conduct studies about the noise impacts on their community nor did the
agency meet with them before implementing the change of flight paths in March. While some of
the aircraft noise affecting the Santa Cruz residents is from SJC-bound flights from the
northwest, the great majority of aircraft noise is being generated by SFO-bound flights.
Although the number of arriving flights could vary on any given day, for purposes of getting an
order of magnitude number, on July 5, 2015, staff analyzed the number of arrivals over the
general area of the Santa Cruz Mountains using the new flight path. Out of the estimated 190
flights that occurred on that day, about 160 were bound for SFO.

In response to the concerns of Santa Cruz residents, the Airport Commission has requested staff
to return with information on the new flight path. The Commission will discuss the Santa Cruz
residents’ concerns and make a recommendation to Airport staff at its August 10 meeting. The
Santa Cruz residents have also met with SFO staff, who, in May 2015, offered to work with the
FAA to suggest adjustments that would further "optimize" the new flight path to reduce the noise
impact on the Santa Cruz residents (Attachment B). In addition, in early June 2015 the SFO
Roundtable (the body that addresses noise issues at SFO) expressed its support for SFO’s offer
(Attachment C).
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The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Council that:

While there has been a change in the arrival/departure flight paths, San Josd and the
adjoining surrounding communities have thus far not experienced a significant increase in
aircraft noise.

The establishment of arrival and departure flight paths is solely within the jurisdiction of the
FAA. However, staff will be as supportive as resources and circumstances allow in working
with the Santa Cruz residents and the FAA to reduce any noise impacts from SJC-bound
flights using the new arrival flight paths - provided any modifications do not result in any
adverse impacts on the residents of San Jos~ and the adjoining communities.

Staff will continue to monitor and study the new path for potential noise impacts, particularly
if the FAA makes any modifications to the flight path in the future.

/s/
KIMBERLY J. BECKER
Director of Aviation

Attachment A:
Attachment B:

Attachment C:

April 22, 2014 letter from SJC staff
May 12, 2015 letter from San Francisco International Airport Director John
Martin
June 1, 2015 letter from the San Francisco International Airport/Community
Roundtable








